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GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TRADE IN SERVICES 

672. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 
I refer to the Western Australian Government’s support for the proposed General Agreement on Trade in 
Services. 

(1) On this the international action day on GATS, will the Premier outline the extent to which the Western 
Australian Government supports the ratification of the proposed GATS by the Australian Government? 

(2) Does the State Government have any concerns about the potential ramifications that GATS could have 
on the regulation, funding and provision of essential services at both state and national levels? 

(3) Does the State Government have any concerns about the potential impact that GATS will have on the 
ability of Australian Governments to act in the interest of the wider public? 

(4) Does the State Government have any concerns about the potential ramifications of the liberalisation of 
Australia’s current quarantine restrictions or the abolition of the Foreign Investment Review Board and 
the pharmaceutical benefits scheme? 

(5) If yes to (2), (3) and/or (4), what action has the State Government taken or does it intend to take? 

(6) Which representatives of the State Government have been consulted about GATS and the requests that 
have been made of Australia and other countries? 

(7) With the potentially devastating ramifications of GATS in mind, has the State Government attempted to 
consult with Western Australians to gauge the level of public support for this agreement? 

(8) One of the main foci of the State Government’s state sustainability strategy is triple bottom line 
accountability.  With this in mind, does the State Government identify the proposed GATS as a clear 
threat to the implementation of this crucial priority? 

The PRESIDENT:  In calling the Leader of the House, I might say that the question tended to devolve into 
something of an essay.  If the answer tends to do the same, I am sure the House would look favourably upon it 
being tabling.  If not, the leader might answer succinctly. 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

I thank Hon Dee Margetts for some notice of the question.  The answer is about half the length of the question. 

(1) The General Agreement on Trade in Services is not a proposal.  In fact, it came into force in 1995.  It 
establishes a framework of rules for international trade in services and aims to create a more open and 
transparent trading system.  Australia has been a signatory to GATS since 1995.  Australia had made 
commitments under GATS in 1995 to open specific service sectors to foreign competition and to afford 
foreign suppliers the same treatment as domestic suppliers.  The current GATS negotiations relate to the 
ability of member nations to build on commitments already made.  The Commonwealth is considering 
making an initial offer that is not legally binding and can be amended or withdrawn at any time during 
the negotiations. 

(2) The State Government is currently commencing consultations to determine the likely impacts that the 
Commonwealth’s initial proposed offer might have on the State. 

(3) As has been previously highlighted, Australia has been a signatory to GATS since 1995.  The current 
initial commonwealth offer builds on the 1995 commitments, and the Commonwealth states that it does 
not intend to include in the initial offer anything that exceeds the boundaries of existing market 
conditions and legislation.  The Commonwealth’s initial offer is currently being analysed by the State 
through consultation with all ministers’ offices. 

(4) As above.  The Commonwealth’s initial offer is under examination by the Western Australian 
Government. 

(5) As above.  Consultations on GATS are continuing within the Western Australian Government. 

(6) All Western Australian ministers’ offices are currently being consulted. 

(7) As previously highlighted, advice is being sought from all Western Australian ministers’ offices on the 
need to consult with specific stakeholders. 

(8) This will be determined during the consultations. 
 


